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Window cleaners, milk deliverers, beer purveyors, plumbers and DJs are all getting
on their bikes as UK government incentives and new infrastructure kick off a two-
and three-wheel revolution.

About 2,000 cargo bikes were sold in the UK for commercial use last year, according
to the Bicycle Association, and a similar number were sold for use by families and
individuals. Sales of the bikes, which can carry heavy or bulky loads, are expected
to jump by up to 60% in the UK in the year ahead, according to the association,
boosted by various initiatives at local and national level to reduce carbon emissions
and congestion.

Raleigh, one of the world’s biggest bike brands, launched its first electric cargo bikes
this week, and the company’s UK managing director, Lee Kidger, predicts that the
UK market for these cycle workhorses will soar to 15 times its current level within
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five years. The Nottingham-based firm only began selling cargo bikes a few years
ago but sales spiked 75% last year.

Kidger points to Germany, where about 100,000 cargo bikes are sold every year, and
France, where 50,000 are sold a year, as examples of their potential in the UK.

“The last 16 months has changed people’s habits and life forever. We are at a
crossroads and if we act now we can really support change for a more sustainable
future,” Kidger said.

E-cargobikes expects to be using more than 1,500 bikes by April 2023. Photograph: E-cargobikes

The company has teamed up with London dairy Jones Bros, which has used the
Raleigh bikes to trial deliveries to its city centre clients, and the National Trust,
which is using the bikes to transport supplies and staff around 11 large sites. Raleigh
is going up against established cargo bike specialists including Christiania, Tern and
Babboe, which is owned by Raleigh’s parent company, Accell Group.

Perhaps one of the biggest and most visible shifts towards cargo bikes, however,
could come in grocery delivery. James FitzGerald, co-founder of specialist logistics
group E-cargobikes, says the company, which currently operates about 50 bikes in
London carrying out several thousand deliveries a week for the Co-op and others,
expects to have more than 1,500 bikes by April 2023.

The company has worked with more than one major supermarket to develop its own
cargo bike, the first of which will be produced in the UK later this year. In the future,
it aims to replace electric vans for home deliveries of groceries.

https://twitter.com/adamtranter/status/1387382415098777600
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“It’s faster, easier and cheaper,” he says. “The opportunity is massive.”

Development is gathering pace partly thanks to the government’s £250m investment
in walking and cycling infrastructure. The Energy Saving Trust’s £2m fund in
England last year, and more loans and grants in Scotland to help businesses and
local authorities purchase cargo bikes, are being backed up by a variety of local
grants and incentives in towns and cities, such as Nottingham, Coventry and
Cambridge.

The National Trust is using cargo bikes at 11 of its sites. Photograph: James Dobson/National Trust Images

In an effort to combat congestion and pollution, London and other cities are
creating local delivery hubs, where vans can drop large amounts of goods that can
then be picked up and delivered by bike. Demand for lower-carbon deliveries from
both consumers and businesses with environmental targets to hit is also driving the
market.

Amazon has already teamed up with the City of London to create an e-bike hub,
while Henry Jones from Jones Bros says the company is planning to take on up to
four cargo bikes that it hopes to use to deliver its products from hubs at the edge of
the city.

“We are going back to what we did 100 years ago,” said Jones. “One of the big
benefits is that a lot of our delivery fleet can’t get inside the M25 [because of
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… congratulations on being one of our top readers globally. Did you know you’ve
read 52 articles in the last year? Thank you for choosing the Guardian on so many
occasions, and joining us today from Belgium.

Since we started publishing 200 years ago, tens of millions have placed their trust
in the Guardian’s high-impact journalism, turning to us in moments of crisis,
uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5 million readers, in 180 countries,
have recently taken the step to support us financially – keeping us open to all, and
fiercely independent.

With no shareholders or billionaire owner, we can set our own agenda and provide
trustworthy journalism that’s free from commercial and political influence,
offering a counterweight to the spread of misinformation. When it’s never
mattered more, we can investigate and challenge without fear or favour.

Unlike many others, Guardian journalism is available for everyone to read,
regardless of what they can afford to pay. We do this because we believe in
information equality. Greater numbers of people can keep track of global events,
understand their impact on people and communities, and become inspired to take
meaningful action.

We aim to offer readers a comprehensive, international perspective on critical
events shaping our world – from the Black Lives Matter movement, to the new
American administration, Brexit, and the world's slow emergence from a global
pandemic. We are committed to upholding our reputation for urgent, powerful
reporting on the climate emergency, and made the decision to reject advertising
from fossil fuel companies, divest from the oil and gas industries, and set a course
to achieve net zero emissions by 2030.

pollution or congestion charges]. Cargo bikes can and customers get a better
service.”

Will Norman, London’s walking and cycling commissioner, says research for
Transport for London found that up to 14% of small van journeys could be made
with bikes instead, particularly in congested parts of the city.

Transport for London has been working on trials with construction companies
including Sir Robert McAlpine, Morgan Sindall and FM Conway to use cargo bikes
instead of vans to deliver some tools and smaller equipment into major projects
such as Crossrail and HS2.

“It feels like we are on the cusp of a revolution. It saves time and money and it is
better for the environment,” Norman said.
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If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and sustains our future. Support the Guardian from
as little as €1 – it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us
with a regular amount each month. Thank you.
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